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iymiAL  REPORT 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Belper. 


Public  Health  Department 
Field  Head  House, 
Chesterfield  Road, 
Belper, 

Derby. 


Mr,  Chainnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  District  for  the  year  1954. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  at  12,81  and  10.78  shov/  only  slight  change 
from  the  1953  figures  of  13.74  and  10.49,  but  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
16.39  is  a great  improvement  on  recent  years.  There  were  63  deaths  from  cancer 
and  other  forms  of  malignant  disease,  an  increase  of  four  comparea  v/ith  the 
previous  year.  The  excess  of  male  deaths  over  female  from  this  cause  is  entirely 
due  to  the  fact  that  all  seven  lung  cancer  deaths  were  in  males. 

There  were  only  151  notifications  received  for  infectious  diseases 
and  out  of  this  number  23  v/ere  removed  to  hospital,  almost  always  for  social 
reasons.  Poliomyelitis  and  Influenza  are  the  tvfo  iTiost  important  infectious 
diseasesi’emaining,  for  which,  up  to  the  present  no  really  effective  means  of 
prevention  has  been  found.  In  both  cases  it  seems  that  the  answer  must  be  a 
combination  of  artificial  immunisation  and  proper  attention  to  personal  and 
environmental  hygiene.  A satisfactory  vaccine  against  influenza  seems  to  be 
far  from  an  easy  proposition  because  of  the  many  and  changing  strains  of  the 
virus,  but  it  seems  sure  that  we  will  not  have  to  wait  long  for  a reliable 
vaccine  for  poliomyelitis. 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  drawn 
attention  in  his  report  for  1953  to  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
incidents  of  food  poisoning  recorded.  He  has  emphasised  that  the  remedy  is  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  sell,  prepare  and  handle  food.  Good  personal  hygiene, 
clean  premises,  the  proper  storage  of  food  and  the  destruction  of  vermin  and  flies 
axe  matters  of  importance, 

YiTith  the  de-rationing  of  meat  and  resiomption  of  private  slaughtering 
our  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  managed  vd.th  some  difficulty  and  long  hours  to 
maintain  lOO^o  meat  inspections.  This  is  an  important  service  with  two  aspects 
of  equal  importance.  Firstly  to  ensure  that  meat  sold  to  the  public  is  healthy 
and  ^olesome  and  the  other  is  to  ensure  that  hygienic  practices  are  maintained 
in  slQu^mter  houses. 

The  year  has  seen  a good  deal  of  new  legislation  of  Public  Health 
interest  including  the  Derbyshire  Coimty  Council  Act,  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  Y/ork  on  the  survey  of  the 
housing  of  the  district  has  commenced  in  connection  with  slum  clearance, 

152  council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  24  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  Unless  building  continues  near  this  level  or  good  use 
is  made  of  Improvement  Grants,  many  people  will  never  be  able  to  enjoy  the 
convergences  which  should  be  available  for  all  households. 

I wish  to  aclcnowledge  the  help  and  guidance  which  I have  at  all  times 
received  from  the  Qiairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  my 
indebtedness  to  the  Clerk  cf  the  Council,  to  Mr,  F,  Horsley  the  Yfater  Manager,  for 
his  comprehensive  observations  on  the  Y/ater  Supplies  of  the  district,  to  the  other 
Officers  and  the  Public  Health  Staff  for  their  friendly  co-operation, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  J.  MORRISSEY,  M. B. , D, P. H. 
ifedical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OP  THE 


THE  CHIEF  SMITARI  INSPECTOR 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  my  Department  for  the  year  1954. 

Certain  changes  previously  envisaged  in  the  staffing  of  the  Council's 
Public  Health  Department  became  effective  in  December.  The  Deputy  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  are  now  engaged  fully 
on  Public  Health  duties  and  are  very  ably  assisted  by  a separate  clerical  staff 
of  one  Senior  Clerk  and  one  Shorthand  Typist/Clerk. 

Owing  to  difficulties  in  providing  sufficient  accommodation  in 
the  main  offices,  the  Public  Health  Department  was  transferred  to  "The  Lodge", 
and  y/hilst  not  ideal  in  as  much  as  that  personal  supejrvision  is  more  remote, 
the  staff  are  working  in  much  better  conditions. 

The  de- rationing  of  meat  saw  a return  to  private  slaughtering  on 
the  1st  July  after  a lapse  of  15  years,  and  11  private  slaughterhouses  were 
brought  back  into  use  pending  the  Ministry  of  Pood's  decision  on  some  form 
of  moderate  concentration  of  slaughtering. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  came  into  operation  on 
the  30th  August  in  an  attempt  to  provide  legislation  to  deal  with  existing 
housing  conditions  and  facilitate  the  exercise  of  the  Council's  statutory 
responsibilities  for  the  clearance  and  replacement  of  slum  houses,  the  enforcement 
essential  repairs  aihl  the  encouragement  of  improvements  and  conversions. 

In  the  meantime  the  Council  has  to  submit  to  the  Minister  within 
the  next  twelve  months  their  proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses. 

I desire  also  to  record  ray  sincere  thanks  for  the  cordial  support 
I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
the  co-operation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  fellow  officers  and 
members  of  the  staff, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 


H.D.ST/iMTORTH 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS  AND  COI/POSITION  OP  THE  APm. 


The  Rural  District  of  Belper  lies  to  the  south  of  Derbyshire  and  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Urban  District  of  Matlock,  on  the  south  by  the 
County  Borough  of  Derby  and  the  Rural  District  of  Shardlov/,  on  the  east  by  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Alfreton,  Ripley,  Heanor,  and  Ilkeston  Borough,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Yfirksv/orth  Urban  and  Ashbourne  Rural  Districts,  The  altitude  of 

the  area  varies  considerably  from  150  0,D.  at  Darley  Abbey  in  the  south  to 
1,000  0,D,  in  the  north  at  Aslileyhay,  The  River  Derwent,  entering  the  rural 
district  at  Lea  Wood,  on  the  260  foot  contour,  flow's  from  north  to  south, 
dividing  the  area  fairly  equally  into  east  and  west.  The  eastern  parishes  are 
where  the  industries  are  found,  and  the  residential  and  agricultural  parishes 
are  sited  chiefly  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river, 

A circle  of  approximately  10  miles  radius,  struck  from  the  Council 
Offices,  encloses  the  28  parishes  which  are  under  the  Council's  administration. 

The  28  parishes  have  no  common  standard  for  comparison.  They  vary 
very  considerably  in  area,  population  and  rateable  values,  though  this 
latter  may  have  little  bearing  since  the  Rural  Y/ater  Supplies  and  Sewerage 
Act,  19hJ+  removed  the  onus  of  financing  schemes  which  previously  had  been 
borne  as  "special  expenses"  by  the  individual  parishes,  and  placed  it  on  the 
district  as  a whole  (excepting,  of  course,  street  lighting). 

Representation  on  the  Rural  District  Council  also  varies,  one  parish 
sending  three  councillors  and  in  another  insta.nce  one  representative  sits  for  two 
parishes.  The  total  representation  is  30  councillors. 

FRIriCIPAL  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES 

The  principal  local  industries  are  Mining,  Opencast  Mining,  Limestone 
Quarrying,  Agriculture  and  Cotton  and  Hosiery  Manufacturing. 

STATI3TIGB0P  THE  ilRE/i 


Area  of  District  in  acres 

48,074- 

Population,  1951  census 

28,195 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population,  195^  28  5^0 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

9,118 

Rateable  Value 

£196,054 

Sura  represented  by  a penny  rate 

£772. 

18.  3. 

Rate  in  the  £.  Common  Charges 

21.  9. 

Totsd  loan  debt 

£1,703,968 

Debt  for  housing  onl^^ 

£1,509,853 

Loan  debt  for  sewerage 

£41,222 

Loan  debt  for  water 

£152,893 

Houses  erected  during  the  year 

b^r  Council 

152 

by  Private  Enterprise 

82 

Total 

234 

TO-JL  SAAISTICS 

Ivlale 

Female 

Total 

Live  Birchs  18"5 

183 

366 

Legitimate  177 

174 

351 

Illegitinate  6 

9 

15 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated  population 

12.81 

5 


still  Births 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Deaths  (under  one  year  of  age) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

- 

3 

2 

5 

- 

1 

1 

Ls-te  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  If. 24 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  66.66 

births 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population 

Male  Female 

Deaths  from  Cancer  36  27 

ViU.1  forms) 


16.39 


10.78 

To'cal 

63 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1954 


The  following  Table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  registered 
in  193A 


i Cause(s)  of  Death  i 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

„ . 1..  L 2 . 

1 Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

_ 1 I - _ 1 

- 1 _„.i 

I Syphilitic  disease 

. - 1.  1 

_ 

j Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

5 

_I3 -J 

1 Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

7 

7 i 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

5 

5 i 

1 Ivlalignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 i 2 j 

i Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

21 

15  ! 36  1 

, Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 i 

i Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  | 24 

23 

h-7  ! 

i Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

23 

42  ! 

j Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 i 

j Other  heart  disease 

29 

Lj® 

- -1 

' Other  circulatory  disease 

15  t 

1 influenza 

2 

i 

. 3 i 

\ Pneumonia 

- ^ ■■ 

' Bronchitis 

3 1 

^ i 

|)uicer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 ! 1 

' Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

Mophritis  and  nephrosis 

2 : 

—2- 1 

' Hyjjerplasia  of  prostate 

r " 3 [" 

3 : 

: Congenital  malformations  ; 2 \ 1 

^ 3 : 

1 Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  12 

L T _ I.  ^12  

1 Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

_..J 

4.11  other  accidents 

2 

9 

11  i 

Suicide 

1 

1 

1 TOTALS 

l6l 

1 

1^ 

1 

! 

308  1 
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IT^ECTIQUS  DISE/^IB 


Ci'iSES  lOTIEIED 

P.UlOCHIiiL  DISTRIBUTION 


' 1 

. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  | 

1 

‘ Poliomyelitis  j 

1 1 

i Pneumonia  I 

i j 

i , i 

1 Erysipelas  j 

' . . . ^ 

pq* 

• 

E-i 

0 

•H 

ft 

m 

CD 

• 

pq 

• 

EH 

0 

% 

•H 

ft 

w 

0 

1 Measles  | 

Xi 

hO 

B 

0 

0 

•rl 

ft 

0 

0 

p — H 

d 

.rf 

0 

H 

u 

0 

0) 

Dysentery  j 

1 

0 

EH 

IdDERmiSLEI 

, 

1 

1 

u ^ 4 

..  ..J 

ALLSSTREE 

■ 1~^ 

J 

_ 1 

1 

22 

_ l l_  3Q  __ 

i'iSHLEYHAI 

- -p--  1 

2 

h' 

2 

^CRI'OH 

^19 

20  i 

S/'liLEY  ilBB^ 

i 1 

— 

..3  _ 

1 



5 

DEI^X 

..  .1  . 

2 

2 

3 7 

DEi'rilCIC,  LEA  & Holloway 

■ 

1 

" ■ 

. 

1 

■ ■ s~\ 

i DUFPIEID 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

11 

Ht'JaEL'wOOD 

___  .J 

r 

1 

L 1 

' 1 

HOLBROOK 

3 

X . 

6 

1 HORSLEY 

L 1 

1 1 1 

2 

ilibRSLEI  VDODHOUSE 

4 

1 

6 

12 

• miDGEHi'A: 

1 I^LESTON 

! KILBirRN 

:5 

2 

1 

1 

10  . 

j KIRK  Lril'TOIEY 

. 1 

_..L.  .. 

• IvACKUORTH 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 lAJPERLEY 

, „ 

i... . - 

— 

i PSIiTRICH 

r 

f ' 

: 

1 

J 

r 1 

1 

1 

i QUiJdlWN 

j 

■ i _ 

i PYx'VEI'BD.'xLE  p;i?K 

1 

1 

1 

r 

: SHOTTIE  & POSTERN 

2 

i 

r" 

2 

:SKIPLEI 

i 

1 

j 

1 

2 

; Sf.TJ.T.EY 

1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

I 1 

3 

9 

'SOUTH  VtTNGFTEf.D 

i 

I 

1 

r ■ 

1 

1 

jl8 

1 

21 

ru:H'n)iTCH 

i 2 

U -- 

! 

p 

r 

2 

■ 7EST0N  UROERWOOD 

t 

1 

J 

1 

I 

; 

; TflNDLEY 

1 

1 

! 

i 

! 

! 

i 

i 

f - 

1 

[ 

, TOTIJB 

15 

j 2 

1.17 

1 2 

14 

! 3 
Li 

25 

t 

1 

j 68 

3 

i 2 

151 

i 

No  cases  of  the  follovri.ng  diseases  vfere  notified 

Sinallpox,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro- spinal  ^'ever, 
Ophthalmia.  Neonatorum,  Acute  Encephalitis. 

23  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  hospital. 
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T,^ULi.T5D  BSLOViT  IS  'IHB  AGE  INGIDEKCB  OF  THE  C..''^ES  OF  n^ECTIOUS  DISEx^iSEB 
J^DTIEIED  DURING  195l\- 


— 

Age 

Unknovm. 

' ■ ■ ■ ■ i 

Under 

1 year 

— 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

— 

20- 

35- 

45- 

— 

60- 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

3 

1 

8 

1 

15 

T. 3,  Pulmonary 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

1 

14 

T , B , No  n-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

17 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

2 

irThooping  Cough 

5 

2 

8 

4 

9 

57 

1 

1 

1 

661 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

15 

1 

25  ^ 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-para) 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

3 

Dysentexyr 

1 

1 

2 

TOTiil 

3 

7 

3 

11 

12 

65 

6 

2 

12 

3 

10 

5 

151 

Again  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  any  of  the 
schools  during  the  year,  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
disease  not  justif^d-ng  such  action. 


Poliomyelitis 

3 notifications  were  received  during  the  year  of  which  2 were  confirmed 
as  non-paralytic  cases.  In  the  other  case,  a housevd.fe  of  39  years,  the  diagnosis 
was  altered  to  one  of  fibrositis. 

Case  1 


A G-irl  Guide,  aged  13,  in  camp  in  the  Dethick  area  was  admitted  to  the 
DervTent  Hospital  on  the  30th  July,  1934,  ajad  the  diagnosis  of  non-paralytic 
poliomyelitis  was  confirmed.  Her  younger  brother  wes  adimltted  to  hospital  in 
London  at  the  same  time  v/ith  mild  paralysis.  All  the  children  vrere  sent  home 
before  the  camp  v/as  due  to  break:  uj:),  as  the  camp  Yra.s  scattered  on  tv/o  milk- 
producing  farms,  and  it  v/as  thought  advisable  to  take  this  action  with  a view  to 
preventing  any  danger  of  infection  of  the  ndlk.  The  Health  Departments  of  the  home 
tov/ns  of  all  the  campers  were  informed,  but  no  secondary  cases  occurred. 

Case  2 


This  case  was  a schoo],  girl,  aged  11,  attending  a Girls  School  in  the 
Belper  Urban  District,  School  contacts  v/ere  excluded  and  kept  under  surveillance, 
A diagnosis  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  v/as  confirmed  at  the  Derwent  Hospital, 

Scarlet  Fever 


There  were  15  notifications  during  the  year,  6 cases  were  removed  to 
hospital,  all  on  social  grounds  rather  than  because  of  the  severity  of  the  illness. 

Tuberculosis 

lA  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  3 cases  of  non- pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  3 deaths  from  tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  giving  a death  rate  of  0,10  per  1000  of  the  population. 


o. 


BACTERIOLOGICAIj  EXAIvUNaTIOr® 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out  in 
the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  in  association  with  the  MedicaJ.  Research 
Council,  for  the  Rui'al  District  of  Belper  during  1954  •- 


Positive 

Negative 



C,  diphtheriae 

5 

Vincent's  Angina  Organisms 

4 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

1 

13 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

2 

7 

X \Iater 

13. 

9 

'Mii'k 

1 X Methylene  Blue  Test 

! 

i X Phosphatase  Test 

1 . . . . 

17 

! X Turbiiitv  Test 



1 Tubercle  Bacilli,  Biological  Test 

1 

13 

1 

1 Cliiiical  Specimens  for  Tubercle 

i 

! Bacilli  - Biological  Test 

1 

2 i 

^ Clinical  Specimens 

; TOTALS 

1 

■ X Pos,  = Unsatisfactory 

Neg,  = Satisfactory 

33 

_34-. 

38  I 

108  i 

j 

i 

Specimens  and  swabs  are  taJcen  by  the  medical  practitioners  and 
forwarded  direct  for  examination  to  the  Derbyshire  County  Council’s 
Bacteriologist,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Offices,  St.  I'^ary’s  Gate, 

Derby,  (Telephone  No.  47131). 

The  County  Bacteriologist  and  the  County  Analyst  undei'take,  on 
behalf  of  the  Council,  all  the  bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical 
anadyses. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  BOR, THE  AREA 

Derbyshire  County  Council  - Health  Services  Handbook 

This  handbook  sets  out  the  various  health  services  that  are  provided 
under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  the  Education  Act  by  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council,  and  under  Pai't  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
by  the  Incal  Executive  Council,  in  the  administrative  County. 

The  health  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  are  under  the 
administrative  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Headth,  and  all  enquiries 
should,  therefore,  be  addressed  to  him  as  follov\rs:- 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

County  Offices, 

St.  Mary’s  Gate, 

Derby. 

(Telephone  No,  Derby  A7131). 

Home  Help  Ser^/ice 

The  County  Council  haa  powers  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
to  arrange  for  domestic  help  for  households  in  need  of  such  help.  As  fan  as 
the  cost  of  this  service  is  concerned  certain  rules  of  assessment  have  been 
drawn  up,  arjd  full  particulars  are  obtainable  locally  from  the  Health  Visitors 
or  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Home  Nursing  Service 


This  service  also  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  whose  home  nurses 
have  a certain  aunount  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus  which  may  be  loaned  to 
those  patients  whom  they  attend,  or  those  v/ho  are  being  nursed  at  home  by 
friends  oi’  relatives.  The  equipment  available  is  supplemented  by  that  owned 
by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  to  which  the  County  Council  has  made  grants  in 
consideration  of  this  service.  In  case  of  need  applications  should  be  made 
to  the  nearest  home  nurse  or  to  the  B.R, C.3,  Tovmship  Leader.  If  there  is  any 
difficulty  in  this  connection  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  for 
the  southern  part  of  the  County  may  be  contacted  by  telephone  as  follov/s 

Telephone  Ifo, 

LtLss  M.  C,  Jackson  Day  - Derby  47131  Ext,  112 

County  Offices,  Night  - Duf field  2101. 

Derby. 

Vaccination  and  Iimnuni  sat  ions 


Vaccinations  against  Smallpox  and  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  are 
available  to  all  children  in  the  district  and  may  oe  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare 
Centres  or  by  General  Practitioners, 

There  were  79  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox  during  the  year, 
and  22  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  in  connection  v/ith  overseas  travel. 

The  amount  of  infant  vaccination  in  the  district  at  present  stands  at  a very 
lov/  level. 


Visits  to  schools  are  made  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  re-inforcing  ante-diphtheria  injections  and  also  primary 
treatment  for  those  whose  jparents  have  neglected  to  have  it  done  at  the  proper 
time  in  infancy, 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
follov/ing  information  in  respect  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  during 
1954,  (Primary  immunisation  only). 


Under 

1 yr. 

1 yr. 

2yrs. 

3yrs. 

4yrs. 

5-9  yrs. 

10-14  yrs. 

Total 

9 

136 

69 

12 

12 

76 

3 

317 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Ante-Toxin  which  are  available  to  General 
Practitioners  on  request  are  maintained  by  the  Sheffield  Regioneil  Hospital 
Board  at  the  following  Institutions  :- 

Der\7ent  Hospital,  Derby. 

Heanor  ^femorial  Hospital,  Heanor. 

Ripley  & District  Cottage  Hospital,  Ripley, 

Victoria  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital,  Ashbourne, 

R'hitv/orth  Hospital,  Darley  Dale,  Nr,  Matlock, 

Other  County  Council  Health  Services 

Other  health  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
i'l'ational  Health  Service  Act  include  Care  of  Mothers  and  young  children, 

Ivlidv/ifery,  Health  Visiting,  Ambulance  Services,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care 
and  lifter  Oare  and  Mental  Health, 

Hospital  Seiwice 

Application  for  admission  to  General  Hospitals  is  made  direct  to  the 
hospital  through  a doctor. 

Gases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  district  may  be  removed  to 
the  Denwent  Hospital,  Derby. 
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Cases  of  tuberculosis  requiring  admission  to  hospital  are  referred 
to  the  Chest  Physician,  Chest  Centre,  Green  Lane,  Derby,  (Telephone  Lhinber 
Derby  2f7866),  and  may  be  admitted  to  the  Derv/ent  Hospital,  Draycott  Hospital 
or  to  Wadton  Sanatorium,  Chesterfield, 

iJ.1  admissions  and  discharges  of  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
including  tuberculosis,  are  notified  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Maternity  cases  requiring  hospital  confinements  are  normally 
referred  to  hospital  by  the  doctor  at  the  iuite-Natal  Clinic  or  by  General 
Practitioners. 

A handbook  of  information  on  hospital  services  in  the  Sheffield 
Region,  which  covers  almost  all  of  Derbyshire,  was  issued  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  in  1953. 

LEGISIATION 

The  Derbyshire  Cotinty  Council  Act,  195^ 

The  Derbyshire  County  Council  Act  1954,  Part  VI  of  which  contains  a 
large  number  of  public  health  powers  for  local  authorities,  received  the  Royal 
Assent  on  the  30th  July,  1954. 

Most  of  the  sections  of  Part  VI  of  the  Act,  hov/eveij  are  not 
exerciseable  by  or  applicable  to  a rural  district  council  unless  and  until 
they  have  been  adoj^ted  in  accordance  with  section  6 or  applied  pursuant  to 
section  7. 

The  sections  and  the  procedure  for  their  adoption  or  application 
are  set  out  in  the  First  and  Second  Schedules  to  the  Act, 

MiTIOm  i^SISTAHCE  ACT.  1948 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Protection 

No  legal  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  the  National  Assistance 

Act. 

Action  was  contemplated  in  one  case,  following  endeavours  to  get  an 
old  lady  aged  80  wiio  was  living  alone,  to  consent  to  voluntary  admission. 

The  procedure  entailed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  proved  to  be  lengthy, 
however,  and  the  old  person  in  question  had  a fatal  accident  in  her  home  and 
died  before  the  court  hearing  could  take  place. 

The  Council  has  not,  so  far,  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  to 
make  application  to  a single  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  respect  of  urgent  cases 
under  the  National  Assistance  (iimendment)  Act,  1951. 
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Estimated  Population 

Involved 


mTJi  3UEPLIES 


No,  of  houses  in  district  connected  to  mains  8,817 

No.  of  houses  in  district  not  connected  to  339 

mains 

No.  of  connections  made  during  the  year 

(a)  existing  houses  86 

(b)  new  houses  234 

(c)  other  premises  4 


27,420 

1,054 


T/ater  Sanrpling 


Sources  of  Supply 

. 

No.  of  samples 
taken 

Bacteriological  Reports 
Satisiactory  1 Unsatisfactory 

Spring  and  Wells 

8 

h— t'-h-  t 

Observations  of  the  Water  Manager 


I am  indebted  to  the  Water  Manager  for  the  following 
information 

Euring  1954  the  Council's  various  water  undertakings  have  continued 
to  work  satisfactorily  and  a plentiful  and  wholesome  supply  has  been  generally 
maintained  throughout  the  Rural  District,  Tvra  important  ne\7  schemes  have 
been  completed,  viz:-  the  TiTestem  Parishes  Scheme,  and  the  T/heatcroft,  Plaistcw 
Green  and  Moorwood  Moor  Scheme,  and  there  are  now  only  the  parishes  of 
Alderv/asley  and  Ashleyhay  without  a piped  water  supply. 

The  Western  Parishes  Scheme  V7hich  supplies  the  parishes  of  Duffield, 
Hazelwood,  Kedleston,  Kirk  Langley,  Idridgehay,  Shottle,  Tumditch,  Windley, 
Mugginton  and  Weston  Underwood  entailed  the  laying  of  43,000  yards  of  12",  9", 
8",  7",  6",  5’*,  4”  and  3"  mains  Vidth  two  concrete  Reseirvoirs  at  Hazelwood  with 
a storage  capacity  of  one  million  gallons.  This  scheme  which  cost  over 
£131,000  was  commenced  in  November  1950  and  completed  in  March  1954.  The  water 
\7hich  is  obtained  from  the  Derwent  Valley  'Water  Boand's  trunk  mains  near 
Birchv/ood,  Coxbench,  is  conveyed  by  means  of  a 12"  main  direct  to  the  new 
Reservoirs  at  Hazelwood. 

This  new  supply  has  enabled  us  to  abandon  the  springs  at  Handley 
Wood  and  Cross-of-the-Hands  \7hich  for  many  years  have  been  inadequate  and 
unsatisfactory  oT/ing  to  the  greatly  fluctuating  yields  of  the  springs  and  the 
doubtfu]  quality  of  the  v/ater,  and  the  V7hole  of  Duffield  and  the  Western 
parishes  sure  nov/  assured  of  a plentiful  and  Virholesome  supply  of  water  for  many 
years  to  come. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Handley  Wood  supply  was 
inaugurated  in  1893  to  provide  v/ater  to  Duffield,  This  superseded  the  first 
jjiped  v/ater  supply  v/hich  v/as  called  the  "Dome"  supply  V7hich  came  from  a spring 
situated  on  the  site  of  the  present  Church  Hall,  and  a cast  iron  pipe  conveyed 
the  water  to  a tew  street  taps  in  the  village.  The  Handley  Wood  Scheme  was 
augmented  by  a supply  from  springs  at  Gross-of-the-Hands  in  1912, 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  v7hole  of  Duffield  and  315  houses 
and  60  farms  in  the  V7estern  parishes  were  actually  drav7ing  water  from  the 
new  scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  all  properties  v/hich  can 
be  supplied  from  the  mains  v/ill  be  connected  up. 


The  Wheatcroft,  Plaistow  Green,  and  Moonrood  Moor  scheme  Y/as  commenced 
on  the  first  of  April  1953  atid  completed  in  February  1954.  Approximately 
9,200  yards  of  4"  and  3”  mains  were  laid,  vd-th  a concrete  Reservoir  at  Shuckstone 
holding  50,000  gallons.  This  scheme  v/hich  is  the  first  piped  water  supx->ly  in  the 
district  has  met  a lon|!:  foltv/ant  and  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants 
and  practically  a hundred  per  cent  of  the  houses  and  farms  are  nov/  enjoying  a 
plentiful  supply  of  water. 

The  supply  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Rural  District  Virhich  comprises 
the  parishes  of  Deriy,  Holbrook,  Horsley,  Horsley  Woodhouse,  Kilburn,  Mapperley, 
Shipley  and  Smalley  has  many  large  collieries  and  vYorks  in  addition  to  a big 
farming  area  and  the  Y/ater  consumption  is  particularly  heavy.  Despite  some 
dislocation  at  various  times  due  to  burst  mains  OY/ing  to  ground  subsidence  the 
supply  has  been  well  maintained.  Y/ater  for  these  parishes  is  obtained  by 
connections  to  the  Derwent  Valley  ViTater  Board's  trunic  mains  at  Bargate  and 
Coxbench,  and  the  latter  connection  vYhich  Y/as  made  in  1949  has  proved  of 
inestimable  value. 


¥e  have  had  trouble  at  times  v/ith  the  v/ater  supply  in  the  northern 
area  which  comprises  the  parishes  of  Crich,  Dethick,  Lea  & Hollov/ay,  Pentrich 
and  South  vYingfield  vYhere  the  mains  are  old  and  very  badly  corroded.  This 
YYater  is  obtained  from  springs  at  Dethick  and  Crich  Carr  supplemented  by  a 
bulk  supply  from  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board,  The  raYY  YYater  from  the  springs 
is  sterilized  by  chlorination  and  samples  are  regularly  sent  to  the  County  /inalyst 
for  examination  and  report.  The  reports  of  the  treated  YYater  are  invariably 
satisfactoiy.  Complaints  have  been  periodically  received  from  consumers 
regarding  the  discolouration  of  the  water,  and  regular  flushing  out  of  the  mains 
has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  area,  A scheme  for  the  gradua],  re-laying  of 
all  the  bid  mains  totalling  over  37,000  yards  has  been  approved  by  the  Water 
Comjidtte^  and  Mr.  Stanworth,  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor  is  preparing 
plans  and  estimates  for  carrying  out  the  vYork, 


The  parishes  of  Allestree,  Darley  Abbey,  MackvYorth  and  Quamdon  are 
supplied  by  the  Derby  Corporation  who  have  maintained  a constant  and  ample  supply. 


During  the  year  a connection  has  been  made  to  our  6"  supply  main 
at  Bargate  to  provide  a bulk  supply  to  Helper  Urban  District  Council,  This 
YYater  is  distributed  by  the  Urban  Council  to  128  properties  in  the  Bargate 
and  Sandbed  Lane  anea  of  their  district  and  it  ha3  greatly  improved  the 
pressure  and  flovY  to  their  consumers.  Bulk  supplies  are  also  made  to  the 
Derby  Corporation  at  Eaton  Bank,  Duffield,  and  the  Heanor  Urban  District 
Council  at  Codnor  Lane,  Derby  Common,  ¥e  adso  supply  ^vater  to  the  Shardlow 
Rural  District  Council  at  Smalley  Common  as  and  YYhen  required, 

Work  has  continued  during  the  year  on  the  standardization  of  Fire 
Hydrants  and  there  axe  novY  only  10  hydrants  in  the  Rural  District  VYhich  need 
replacing. 

Particulars  of  the  consumption  of  YYater  in  the  parishes  supplied  by 
the  Council's  scheme  during  1954  are  as  folloYYs  (Figures  for  1953  shoYYn  in 
brackets) . 

Eastern  Parishes 

DervYent  Valley  Water  Board  157.315.000  gallons  (140,680.000) 


Northern  Parishes 

Dethick  Springs 

Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 

Crich  Carr  Springs 

Duffield  & Western  Parishes 

Cross-of-the-Hands  & 
Handley  Wood  Springs 
Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 

TOTiTLS 


42. 830. 000  " 

24. 720. 000  " 

5.000,000  " 

11. 060. 000  " 

45. 626. 000  " 

286,551.000  " 


( 37.320.000) 
( 18.655.000) 
( 5.000.000) 

< 30.640.000) 

( 5.590.000) 

(258.085.000) 


The  gross  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  was 

38,5  gallons  (34.25)  and  for  domestic  purposes  only  29,5  gallons  (28), 

Metered  supplies  during  the  year  totalled  51.077.000  gallons  (42,065.000). 


13. 


Niiiriber  of  houses  and  estimated  population  supplied  from 
public  mains  controlled  by  the  helper  Rural.  District  Council. 

Houses  served  by  mains  Estimated  Population 


Alderv/asley 

Crich 

Denby 

Dethick,  Lea  & Holloway 

Duffield 

Hazelv/ood 

Holbrook 

Horsley 

Horsley  V/oodhouse 

Idridgehay 

Kedleston 

ICilburn 

Kirk  Langley 

Mapper ley 

Pent rich 

Shipley 

Shottle 

Smalley 

South  Wingfield 
Tumditch 
Weston  Underwood 
Windley 


15 

52 

870 

3045 

580 

2030 

333 

1164 

877 

3070 

69 

242 

444 

1554 

209 

732 

411 

1439 

26 

92 

7 

25 

712 

2492 

116 

406 

111 

388 

45 

158 

220 

770 

31 

108 

499 

1748 

504 

1764 

62 

217 

36 

126 

28 

• 28 

6205 

21720 

Number  of  houses  supplied  outside  the  Helper  Hural  area,  but 
taking  v/ater,  not  included  in  above  number. 

Barg  ate  and  Sandbed  Lane  area, 

Makeney,  Mlford,  Chevin  Side, 

Plains  Lane,  and  Shavv  Lane, 
all  in  the  Helper  Urban 

District  area,  282  98? 

SEWERS  AND  SK7AGE  DISPOSiUL 

During  the  year  the  sludge  beds  at  the  Horsley  Woodhouse  sewage 
disposal  vrorks  were  re-constructed,  one  filter  bed  at  the  Duffield  works  was 
cleaned  out  and  the  medium  renewed,  and  certain  paths  virere  renewed  at  some 
v/orks,  all  the  work  being  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

A short  length  of* new  severer  v/as  laid  as  an  extension  to  the  existing 
sewer  in  Ryknield  Road,  Kilburn. 

There  are  l6  outfall  works  in  the  undermentioned  parishes 

iillestree  1 Horsley  ‘Woodhouse  1 

Crich  2 IkLrk  Langley  1 

Darley  Abbey  1 Mapperley  1 

Duffield  1 Quarndon  1 

Holbrook  1 Smalley  1 

Horsley  1 South  Wingfield  A 

These  works  are  maintained  by  a staff  of  10  vrorkmen,  including 
the  General  Foreman  and  2 part-time  vrorkmen.  In  addition  there  are  two 
small  disposal  plants,  at  Duffield  Banlc  and  Home  Farm,  Lea,  which  require 
occasional  attention. 
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DRA.INA.GE 


Estimated  Population 
Involved 

No.  of  houses  in  district  connectoi  to  sewers  7,^26  23,715 

" " " " " not  " ''  " 1,530  4,758 

No,  of  connections  made  during  the  year 

(a)  ojcLsting  houses  15 

(b)  new  houses  234 

(c)  other  premises  5 

No,  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  If. C’s  38 
HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOV/iL 


On  the  1st  of  April,  1954,  the  scavenging  contract  for 
Mapperley  and  Sliipley  v/as  terminated  and  arrangements  made  for  the  ?/ork 
to  be  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  which  resulted  in  an  improved  service 
for  these  two  parishes,  Frivate  contractors  continued  the  collection  of 
nightsoil  in  the  jparishes  of  Kirk  Laiigley  and  Madoworth,  and  parts  of  Horsley 
Woodliouse  and  Smalley,  The  remainder  of  the  district,  where  a collection 
has  been  undertalcen,  was  done  by  direct  labour. 

Refuse  tips  are  still  in  use  at  Crich,  Barley  Abbey,  Behby, 

Horsley,  Kirk  Langley  ard  Shipley, 

The  direct  labour  scheme  employs  10  vehicles  and  a labour 
force  of  32  men,  in  addition  to  v/hich  tvra  men  are  employed  on  controlled 
tips  at  Crich  and  Barley  Abbey, 

The  cost  of  the  house  refuse  and  nightsoil  collection  schemes 
for  1954  totalled  £19,530.  3.  8,  the  equivalent  of  a rate  of  ^3d  in  the 
pound,  or  an  average  cost  of  £2.  1.  3d  per  house. 

Baring  the  year  65  tons  12-g-  cvirts  of  waste  paper  virere  collected 
and  sold,  and  the  value  of  this  was  £461,  14,  6-^. 

SL/IUGHTERHOUSES  ANB  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOB  SUPPLIES 

The  de-rationing  of  meat  on  the  1st  of  July,  1954,  involved 
the  department  in  a considerable  amount  of  vrark  in  connection  with  the 
renewal  of  slaughterhouse  licences.  A].l  slaughterhouses  occupied  by 
butchers  still  in  the  trade  v/ere  inspected,  and  after  recommended  'work 
was  carried  out  licenses  v/ere  renewed  for  10  slaughterhouses.  In  addition 
the  licence  for  the  slaughterhouse  already  in  use  was  renewed. 

During  the  year  the  follovidng  animals  were  inspected 


dattle 

267 

Sheep 

605 

Pigs 

2903 

Calves 

11 

15, 


The  follov/irig  is  a list  of  the  meat  and.  foodstuffs  found  to  he 
diseased  or  unsound,  and  voluntarily  surrendered 

Meat  and  Offals  - 

34  Pigs ' heads  46  lbs,  of  mutton  and  lamb 

15  Pigs'  plucks  24ilbs.  of  pork 

2 Pigs ’ livers 
6 Beasts'  tongues 
9 Beasts'  heads 
6 Beasts'  livers 
28  Beasts'  lungs 
6 Beasts'  mesenteries 
4 Sheeps'  livers 

Canned  or  packaged  goods  - 

1 X 6 lb.  tin  of  ox  tongue 
14  X 6 lb.  tins  of  corned  beef 
14  X 12  02.  tins  of  corned  beef 


FOOD  AKD  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Sampling  of  Milk  and  Other  Foods 

The  duty  of  sampling  milk  and  other  foods  falls  upon  the  County 
Council,  and  I am  indebted  to  the  County  idialyst  for  the  following  report 

"In  this  area  70  samples,  including  66  milks,  v/ere  taken  under  the 
above  Act  during  the  year  1954. 

Four  samples  of  milk  contained  small  amounts  of  added  water. 

Three  were  taken  in  course  of  deliveiy  foll«v/ing  a complaint  from  a Dairy 
Company  and  one  was  a bottled  milk  being  retailed  by  a Dairy  Company, 
other  samples  of  milk  were  deficient  in  fat.  These  irregularities  were 
dealt  with  by  caution  notice. 

The  remaining  samples  w©re  genuine, " 

CidglNG  SITES  AFP  CidUiV/d^ 

No  new  camping  sites  were  licensed  during  1954,  hut  the  existing 
licences  under  the  Public  Health  Act  for  3 of  the  4 sites  were  still  in  force, 
and  the  grounds  were  used  in  varying  degrees  throughout  the  year,  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  occasional  occupation.  Limited  approval  of  the  fourth  site 
as  a camping  ground  has  been  granted  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act. 

62  licences  for  individual  moveable  dvirellings  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  were  in  force,  involving  most  of  the  parishes  in  the  district, 

PHBVENTION  OF  DiiMi.GE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

All  complaints  of  infested  premises  are  investigated  and  the  Council 
carry  out  treatment  as  required  at  dwelling  houses.  A charge  is  made  when 
business  premises  are  disinfested,  and  approximately  5C^  of  the  Council's 
expenses  are  recovered  from  the  Ministry. 

As  a result  of  notifications  60  dvi^elling  houses,  2 agricultural 
aiid  10  other  premises  were  inspected. 

The  numbers  of  properties  inspected  as  a result  of  a survey  under 
the  Act  v/ere  4 Local  Authority,  66  dwelling  houses,  23  agricultural  and 
16  other  premises, 

A total  of  112  minor  infestations  were  treated  and  a total  of  369 
insx;eGtions  were  carried  out. 

There  v/cre  no  major  infestations  and  only  5 "Block"  control  schemes. 
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HOUSING 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations.  1925 


The  follov/ing  details  are  given  in  accordance  vyith  Article  31  of 
the  above-mentioned  Regulations 


1,  The  number  of  houses  v/hich  on  inspection  were 

considered  to  be  mxfit  for  hiiraan  habitation  39 

2,  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  vrere 
remedied  in  consequence  of  infoiroal  action  by 

the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  26 


3.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a view  to  (a)  the  serving  of 

notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works 

or  (b)  the  malcing  of  demolition  or  closing 
orders  

A.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 


execution  of  v/orks  48 

3.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  22 

6,  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made 11 

7,  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  under  subsection  (2)  of 

section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  - 

8,  The  number  of  houses  demolished  ; 2 

Housing  Repairs  and  Lents  Act.  1954 


Details  of  the  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  and  revoked  by  the 
Council  under  Section  26(i)  of  the  Act  between  the  30th  iiugust,  1954  (the  date 
of  the  commencement  of  the  Act),  and  the  31st  March,  1935  are  shown  belov/ 


No  of  Applications 
for  Certificates 

No,  granted 

No,  refused 

7 

7 

Nil 

L.  _ 

No,  of  Applications 
for  Revocation  of 
Certificates 

No.  granted 

1 

No,  refused 

1 

1 

Nil 

These  Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  dv/elling  houses  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  a notice  of  repairs  increase  of  rent  under  Part  II  of 
the  1954  Act. 

Housing  Act,  1949.  Section  20 

Financial  iissistance  towards  improvement  of  housing  accommodation 

During  the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1955,  17  Grants  were 
made  for  improvements  an4/ or  the  p^vision  of  bathrooms  in  older  houses  in  the 
district  at  a total  cost  of  £3,375.  3.  4- 
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FACTORIES  AOPS  1937  and  1948 

Part  I - Inspections 


1.  Premises 

No,  on  Register 

No,  of  Inspections 

No,  of  Writt 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1-6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

16 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  v/hich  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority, 

57 

16 

Nil 

(iii)Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
( excluding  out-workers 
premises). 

1 

3 

Nil 

TOTil 

59 

35 

Nil 

2. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found Nil. 


Part  VIII  - Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Nature  of  Work  No,  of  Out-Workers 


Wearing  apparel 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

Total 


56 

_9 

65 


GBNER/iL  SiiNITi'Ag  ADMINISTR/iTION 
Summary  of  activities  of  the  department 


i 

1 

No,  on 
Register 

" 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

Inspections 

Iviade 

Baikehouses 

3 

-1 

3 

Dairies 

13 

22 

Factories  and  V/orkplaces 

58 

-2 

40 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

71 

+ 5 

5 

: Aiilk  Distributors 

96 

28 

[Moveable  Dwellings  (a)  Sites 

4 

14. 

i (b ) . Dv/ellings 

6.2 

.+s 

81 

’ Outv/orkers 

+i 

1 Shops 

50 

i Slaughterhouses 

11 

+10 



i Knackers  Yards 

1 , 

2 

27 

18, 


